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 Though I haven’t been able to do a lot of flying in recent weeks due to wind and rain on 
the weekends, there have still been a lot of balloon related activities going on.  Some of those are 
described here and in separate articles in this newsletter.  One activity enjoyed by many of us was 
the annual WBG pig-roast and picnic held in Jackson.  Social Directors, Corey Goebel and Daron 
Powers, planned and hosted the event on a nice fall day in September.  Participants all took a dish 
to pass so in addition to plenty of roast pig, there was an ample supply of appetizers, salads and 
desserts.  Unfortunately the wind was gusting and the forecast indicated that it would remain that 
way until 8:00 PM, too late to have a fun flight as we had done the previous two years.  Thanks, 
Corey and Daron, for making the arrangements, cooking the pig, and planning the family games 
and activities.   

 

An additional special thanks goes out to Corey and his employer, Metro Sound and Video.  
Through Corey’s efforts, Metro Sound and Video contributed the cost of the pig and the roaster this 
year.  This donation to Wisconsin Balloon Group is greatly appreciated by all of us.  With this dona-
tion adding to the WBG financial picture, the Leadership Group is making a firm commitment to two 
uses of a portion of the club’s funds.  Both of those were announced in the May/June Ventline  but 
were somewhat tentative at the time.  The amounts have now been committed and in fact in-
creased from what was originally proposed.  First of all, WBG will make an annual donation of $150 
to the National Balloon Museum .  We will make an additional donation of up to $150 to match 
donations made to the museum by our members.  Our intent is to continue this for three years so 
that there will be a total of over $1,000 raised for the museum. 

 

The second special funding project is to provide a scholarship for attendance at one of the 
BFA Jr. Balloonist Hot Air Camps  to be held during the summer of 2010.  With WBG making the 
commitment now to provide this financial assistance, potential young balloonists can start making 
plans to attend an air camp.  As soon as more information comes out about the camps, we will 
announce the application and selection procedures for the scholarship.  The intention is to provide 
a full scholarship of approximately $400 or multiple scholarships at a reduced amount, depending 
on number of applicants.  Children of WBG members, whether they live in Wisconsin or not, will be 
eligible.   

 

You can help support these and other WBG activities by making sure that your member-
ship is kept current and by attending the annual Midwest Safety Seminar  and the periodic social 
events.   If you have any questions or suggestions regarding WBG activities, be sure to let me 
know.  I hope that all of you WBG pilots get a chance to have a few more flights over the beautiful 
Wisconsin fall colors before winter sets in!        
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Alan Blount is currently home after a stay at UIC 
Hospital in Chicago.  For those of you who don't 
know Alan, he is a former BFA President, Hot 
Air Balloon World Champion, International Jury 
member, and is a distinguished and highly re-
garded balloonist both in the USA and interna-
tionally.  

 Alan was hospitalized shortly after he and his 
daughter, Sarah, returned from the European 
Championships in France.  He is recovering 
from a blood infection, possibly caused while 
draining abdominal fluids that built up following 
hip surgery.  

 Alan was released from the hospital on Thurs-
day October 8th. The physical therapist would 
prefer that he stayed a few more days, but Alan, 
Char, and Sarah were ready to have him home 
again. He will be driven daily to a local facility for 
3-4 hours of therapy.  

 Thanks from the Blounts for all your thoughts 
and prayers! 

You may send cards to his home: 

10 N Old Creek Road 
Palos Park, IL 60464 

or email Alan at alanblount@sbcglobal.net 

Info submitted by: Pat Brouillet 

"����-������7	���
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Runway Safety Tip  
Notice Number: NOTC1943 

 
In this high tech world it's easy to forget that 
some aircraft don't have radios.  These aircraft 
can operate legally at non-towered air-
ports.  Also, pilots operating at non-towered 
airports may not have their radios set for the 
proper frequency.   

These pilots may be making great radio 
calls  and since they hear no response, they 
think the pattern is clear and there is no other 
traffic. 

Just because you don't hear other traffic, does-
n't mean there is none. Always look for other 
traffic at both towered and non-towered air-
ports.                                                                  
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