
Page 1 

November /  December 
2011 

���������	���
Wisconsin Bal loon Group                   Volume 23 Issue 6  

Support the 20th FAI 

World Championship 

2 

Upcoming Events 2 

The Nationals through 
the Eyes of a Newbie 

3 

WBG Winter Social 4 

34th Midwest Balloon 
Safety Seminar 

5 

BFA Update 6 

WBG Logo Coloring 
Contest 

7 

Ins ide th is issue: 

 A New Perspective on            8 
ABQ Balloon Fiesta                  

      

Greetings from your WBG Director 
 

Season’s Greetings to each of you and your family!  You probably aren’t 
doing much flying right now, but there are certainly a lot of balloon related upcom-
ing activities mentioned in this newsletter.  It’s a great time to start filling in your 
2012 calendar.  In just a few days, the Liberty Balloon School will be in Wisconsin.  
I know that several of you received your initial ground school training from one of 
their previous sessions in the state. If you want to take a refresher or if you have a 
student pilot who is beginning training, this is a great opportunity.  

Over the holidays it will be a good time for you to prepare a box of your 
balloon related items that are in good shape but no longer needed.  Then you can 
donate your items, and in turn get some great buys on other balloon memorabilia 
or equipment, as we hold the periodic Silent Auction in conjunction with the Winter 
Social.  It will be an enjoyable evening trying to outbid each other, visiting about 
the upcoming ballooning season, drawing landowner names, and enjoying the 
great food that The New Berlin Charcoal Grill always has for us.  Proceeds help 
support the landowner drawing program and other WBG endeavors.  And speaking 
of proceeds, let me remind you that we operate on a calendar basis so unless you 
have recently sent in your dues payment, the 2012 dues are now payable.  You 
can get your check to either Pete, as membership chair, or to me, by mail or in per-
son at the January dinner.  As Ken so aptly describes in his BFA Update article on 
page 6, the BFA and WBG are member organizations that depend on your mem-
berships and your involvement in the activities of those organizations.  We appreci-
ate your support.      

You will note the announcement on page 5 about the Safety Seminar 
March 31.  Recall that we didn’t have one last year due to the BFA Convention in 
Des Moines.  This seminar is always a great event to hear interesting speakers, 
learn something new, and visit with fellow aeronauts.  Ken and his committee are 
again planning a great event.  I hope to see you there.   

On page 7 you will see the article announcing the WBG logo coloring con-
test.  We are working on obtaining a line drawing of the existing logo to make it 
easier for you to color, whether you do it by computer or by hand.  As soon as we 
are successful in producing the outline drawing will post it on the website for your 
use.  Of course you don’t need to wait for that in order to get your creative ideas 
flowing and turning our logo into an attractive color logo.  We look forward to see-
ing your designs.  There is no limit on the number of designs one person may sub-
mit.   

In addition to articles about the above upcoming activities, you will see the 
listing on page 2 for the dates of several recurring and one new balloon gathering.  
At one time Wisconsin was a premier location for balloon competition at events 
such as these. Pilots drove long distances from both ends of the U.S. to participate 
and to make sure they remained on the pilot roster for the next year.  As a new 
member of the Board of Directors for the BFA Hot Air Competition Division, I wel-
come your suggestions and ideas for making competition more appealing to you 
and once again have a high level of interest in it at our Wisconsin events.  As I 
have opportunities to visit with you at the Winter Social, Safety Seminar, and other 
activities, I urge you to share your opinions and suggestions pertaining to competi-
tion with me.  I look forward to seeing you at these events.       �
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Support the 20th  FAI World 
Championship Competitors 

     As you may know, the 20th FAI World Hot 
Air Balloon Championship will be held next Au-
gust in Battle Creek, Michigan.  103 competitors 
will be coming to Battle Creek from around the 
world.  The cost of international travel and 
freight has gone up enormously in the last few 
years and the cost of bringing a team to the U.S. 
with equipment can easily exceed $10,000.   
Many foreign competitors have already inquired 
into renting whole balloon systems or bottom 
ends to match up with their balloon envelope.  
That’s why I’m writing to you.  We are looking 
for pilots willing to rent or lend their equipment 
to �������  competitors.   If you are interested in 
supporting the World Championship competitors 
by lending or renting equipment, please let us 
know.  Whether it’s a full system, bottom end, 
tanks or just an inflator fan, we can use your 
help. 

     Please send information on available equip-
ment to John Gibbons, the Pilot Chair for the 
World Championship, at johnmgib-
bons@comcast.net.  We appreciate your support. 

     Anyone interested in crewing for a foreign 
competitor should also contact John.  If you are 
interested in being an observer, please contact 
Chief Observer, Linda Gavigan, at 
worlds_observers_2011_2012@yahoo.com. 

Best Regards and Blue Skies, 

David Levin 

Event Director 

20th FAI World Hot Air Balloon Championship 
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It’s Thursday morning and the sun is slowing rising above 
the trees.  It looks like a promising day for ballooning. The 
previous day had rained and the events had been cancelled, 
but this was another day. We had been crewing for awhile 
but this was our first time at the nationals.  The pace was 
much different. If you blinked near the end of the briefing 
everyone was gone.  It was a wonderful experience to meet 
the observers who came from so many different ‘walks of 
life’. A young woman from Poland who walked ½ hour to 
work every day where the gas was running $8.00 a gallon or 
the pilot /observer from Denmark who was here to scope out 
the area for next year.  We learned about the wide variety of 
balloons and how different each pilot might operate. From 
the laid back easy approach to the super charged automation, 
there were so many different ballooning styles. As the days 
progressed there were the easy landings and the more chal-
lenging ones.  Each day brought something new.  We were 
fortunate to dine with some friends who are pilots and hear 
stories of their ballooning adventures domestically and over-
seas. 

Why do we crew?  It’s the wonderful people we meet in the 
ballooning community and the smiles on people’s faces as 
they stop their car to get out and take a photo of a balloon in 
flight. It’s the children whose faces light up with excitement 
at the hometown festivals and the fact that we are doing 
something to make this world a little better place. 
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*********************************************************************

David Ross (ever the handyman 
and an electrician by trade) mak-
ing a creative substitution for a 
missing light bulb on the string 
of lights. 

 Waterford Winter Parade continued from p. 2 their first annual balloon festival in July 
of this year, it was awesome seeing a 
couple of hot air  balloon  related floats in 
the parade. One being the inflatable static 
balloon on page 2 and the creative one 
(left) made by the Boy Scouts.  

   Probably my favorite parade entrant 
(next to Santa & his reindeer of course) 
was an old Rambler station wagon  (1962 
or ‘63) that had a Christmas tree loaded 
on its roof with  lights and presents hang-
ing over the back window and tailgate, it 
was straight out of a  Norman Rockwell 
painting. 

   It was fun hearing  all the positive com-
ments about having  a “real live balloon 
basket” in the parade, and the band be-
hind us was grateful for some of the 
warmth from the burner that gravitated 
their way. 

   Thanks to  David & Kathy Ross, Cindy, 
Kayla, & Brianna Johnson and Jim, Paige 
and Lauren Phillips for all of their help 
decorating and handing out balloon cards. 
Thanks for letting us use your shop Jim!! 

A boy scout troop with their balloon 
themed float. Very creative! 

Lauren Phillips (above) gets 
“burner time” while her sis-
ter Paige (left)  hands out 
balloon cards. 
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Albuquerque International 

 Balloon Fiesta 2011 

“A new perspective” 

John Trione 

I really never had much interest in attending the Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta. Despite years of vain attempts at convincing by Ken Wal-
ter, Mark Liebelt and several other die-hards who’ve flown AIBF. I have to 
admit that in recent years I had become concerned about the safety record 
at AIBF and that kept me away too.  

I made the decision to attend AIBF this year after my wonderful experi-
ence in Leon, MX in November 2010. I ended up loving desert flying and 
the adventure of taking my balloon to a totally new place. In Leon, I was 
able to meet and talk to many pilots who fly AIBF and my interest was 
piqued. Committing to almost 2 weeks away from home and the money 
required to make such a trip was a concern, but I decided that I should just say “yes” to AIBF in 
2011. 

I had never flow with 500+ balloons and while I trusted my skills as a pilot, I was cautious about 
the folks I would be flying around. I’ve mostly flown in Midwest races and I know most of the pilots 
who I’ve flown with. This was a little different. 

So here are some observations of a first timer: 

· I was so glad to have a good friend like Ken Walter to 
help me get acquainted with area and all of the details 
that go into planning an AIBF experience. Ken loves this 
event and now I can see why. 

· I was also very fortunate to have two crewmembers 
who’ve attended AIBF multiple times. I mostly could 
concentrate on the flying and let them help with the ori-
entation process. 

· Safety was stressed many times each day and there 
was no pressure to fly at anytime. I listened to the ex-
perienced pilots and made my flight decision like I 
would at home. I repeated the mantra “I will fly safely, 
or not at all” after every pilot briefing. 

· AIBF is very well organized and I was impressed with 
the ability of the volunteers who run this event to keep 
things moving. Watching the logistical effort at organizing 600+ balloons and their crews with 
thousands of spectators is a feat that can only be accomplished by a top-notch team. 

Continued p. 9 



· The people of Albuquerque are so enthusiastic about 
hosting this event and we met so many friendly people. 
The first flight we had resulted in our crew being invited 
into the house for breakfast. It was great to meet the lo-
cals. We have new friends I would have never met before.  

· I’ve never seen gas balloons up close, but was present for 
the launching of the America’s Cup Challenge. Another 
new experience I was thrilled to be a part of. 

· I was surrounded by many folks that I consider to be the 
cream of the crop in our sport. Rubbing shoulders with Joe 
Heartsill, Johnny Petrehn, Glen Moyer and dozens of oth-
ers was something that I don’t get much of a chance to do 
by limiting my flying to the Midwest. 

· Ultimately, it came down to the wonderful flying. The box 
was really never a factor this year, but it was really cool to 
use my skills in an area with such unique and beautiful 
flying. Finishing 25th out of 350 competition pilots really 
helped my attitude about flying in ABQ. 

· Dawn Patrol is awesome! 

· I have to admit that it was my own self-imposed limitations 
and bias that kept me away from AIBF for 11 years of fly-
ing. I will tell you that I plan on doing it again, many times! 
All of my concerns were allied by the second day and I 
had a relaxing and enjoyable experience. 

· If you’ve ever wanted to attend this event but weren’t sure, 
give me a call. I’ll tell you that you have to do it!  

  Just say yes! 
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Membership Application 

____   Pilot – $20.00 

____   Additional pilots in household – $10.00 each  

____   Crew – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ New Member 

____ Event Official – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ Renewing Member 

____ Business / Corporate – add $50.00     

____ Life Membership - $200        

Name(s): ______________________________________________ 

For new members and renewing members with changes, please complete the following. 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

Phone: (___)__________   Secondary Phone: (___)_____________ 

E:Mail: ____________________________________ 

Balloon Owner: No/Yes N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

    N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

Preferred communication:    E:Mail _____ Surface mail: _______    

Please check box if you would like your information withheld from the membership roster. [  ] 

        Note:  The Wisconsin Balloon Group does not publish the contact information of its members. 

Related Memberships:  [Circle and/or complete] 

BFA   No/Yes  #_______________  EAA  No/Yes #_______________ 

AOPA No/Yes #__________________ Other:____________________________  

Please complete the following information.  Check all that apply. 

[  ]  Pilot    [   ]  Crew   [  ]  Observer  

       Student         (  )   BFA Crew Achievement BFA Observer Achievement 

       Private          (  )            Level: ______                Level: ______ 

       Commercial  (  )   Primary Pilot(s) Crewed:    (   ) Hot Air 

[  ]  Sport    [  ] Competition  ____________________    (   ) Gas 

[  ]  Rides    [  ] Promotion  ____________________    (   ) CIA Registered Observer 

[  ]  Instruction / Accept Students 

BFA Pilot Achievement Level: ____                                                  [  ]  Event official 

Ratings:  Hot Air ___ Gas ___  Other______________         Role(s):______________ 

Indicate areas where you would consider volunteering, to advance ballooning and the WBG: 

    Ventline Reporter    Social Events    Membership    Special Events    Land Owner Relations 

               Safety Seminar             Other: ___________________________________ 

Send application form and dues to: 

Pete Asp, WBG Membership Director or Gary Britton, WBG Executive Director 

W1341 County Road B 4458 Summit Ridge 

Sullivan, WI  53178  Slinger, WI  53086 

wisaero@centurytel.net                                                                         gary.britton@uwc.edu 

262-593-2251 414-333-5664 
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