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Greetings from your WBG Director 

By the time you read this the 2010 flying season will be well under way and some of you will 
have already participated in organized hot-air balloon rallies in the area.  The early spring 
weather was much more conducive to flying than it has been for several years in recent 
memory.  My annual spring flight to get current was four weeks earlier than last spring.  And 
I know that several of you have had weekends this spring where you were able to get in 
multiple flights.   I hope that kind of flying condition prevails for upcoming rallies.   

One of the things that I like about spring flying is 
the contrast of the shades of green in the trees 
and shrubs in Wisconsin’s lush countryside.  
Though it doesn’t have the brightness of the 
reds and yellows of fall flying, the variation in 
color can equal that of the fall flights which we 
all cherish.  One such spring flight I had this 
year was for an engagement flight in the Holy 
Hill area.  Pictures don’t always capture the en-
tire realm of beauty seen from the air, but the 
adjoining photo depicts some of it, along with 
Holy Hill in the distant background.   

During flights for a planned engagement, my 
retrieve crew awaits with great anticipation until 
I radio them with the message that “She said ‘yes’!”.  On one such flight two years ago the 
young man waited for about 45 minutes before proposing and the crew wondered if he 
would accomplish his mission prior to landing.  He did.  The one this spring was just the 
opposite.  Jean and other crew members had noted the departure time and later told me 
that it was just seven minutes later when I called to say that the couple was officially en-
gaged!  During the rest of the flight the bride-to-be couldn’t decide whether to look at her 
beautiful new ring, her enthusiastic boy-friend, or the wonderful scenery below!  And talk 
about planning ahead!  The guy had a professional photographer on hand to film the occa-
sion.  If you’d like ��  watch a slide show of the event you can go to http://
www.rrphotographicimaging.com/, and click on “Hot Air Engagement” in the lower right cor-
ner.  I love the contrast between her facial expressions during my preflight briefing (the 
flight itself as well as the engagement was a surprise for her) and when she is proudly 
showing the ring upon landing! See engagement photo on page 15 !!!! 

Recall that the Wisconsin Balloon Group is supporting the National Balloon Museum with 
donations this year.  In addition to contributions, we have been encouraging design submis-
sions for the stained glass window project and member attendance at theAugust 1 induc-
tion of WBG founding member Tom Sheppard into the U. S. Ballooning Hall of Fame.  I re-
cently sent a WBG donation of $170 to the museum.   This represents $70 in sales of the 
ballooning DVD that Daron and Lisa Powers prepared for the January WBG dinner program 
and $100 as a donation from our treasury.  This was in addition to $90 from earlier DVD 
sales and $50 to match a member donation.  In order to help support the museum and its 
projects, you are encouraged to send individual donations.  We will continue to match such 
gifts up to a total of $150 for the year.  Museum information can be found at http://
www.nationalballoonmuseum.com/.                                                                                                � ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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We can be very proud  
 

of our young men and women in the service no matter where they serve ! 
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WBG Social Directors Present Another 
Interesting Program @ Spring Dinner 

The WBG Social Director Team of Daron Powers 
and Corey Goebel did it again! They planned, or-
ganized, and carried off another “hit” program at 
WBG’s Spring Fling on Saturday May 8th.  This 
year’s event featured keynote speaker Jeff Trzebia-
towski presenting a dinner program titled  
“A Climb to 12,000 feet”. 

WBG Director, Gary Britton, said after the pro-
gram that “Jeff’s presentation was not only enjoy-
able and entertaining, but presented valuable infor-
mation and data pertinent to a flight to 12,000 
feet.  Jeff paid appropriate attention to pertinent 
detail during both the flight and the dinner pro-
gram for WBG members.”  Britton thanked him 
for sharing the information with the rest of 
us.  Britton also thanked Social Directors Daron 
Powers and Corey Goebel for planning another 
wonderful dinner and interesting program.  

**Many Thanks to Jeff, Corey & Daron for keep-
ing everyone well fed and entertained !! 
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