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Greetings from your WBG Director  

  First of all, I would like to extend my thanks to Corey Goebel and Daron Powers, 
the new WBG Social Directors, for organizing and arranging the May 9 Spring Fling dinner 
and social.  The Thunder Bay Grille was a good venue with good food and our own private 
dining area.  The WBG history questionnaire and subsequent Power Point program of 
answers proved interesting, informative and entertaining.  We can all look forward to addi-
tional events planned by Corey and Daron! 

As the sport and business of hot-air ballooning, and those who have been most 
active in it, age and mature, we need to actively seek to gain new participants and at the 
same time preserve the memories, accomplishments, and materials from the recent past.  
The modern hot-air balloon was created in the early 1960s.  The first US National Cham-
pionship event was held in 1963.  And the BFA, as we know it today, had its beginnings in 
1967.  I received my LTA rating, limited to “balloons with or without an airborne heater”, in 
1974.  So this means that those of us who obtained our hot-air balloon ratings, or became 
involved in ballooning in some other manner, during that time period have been part of the 
activities for approximately 35 of the 45 year existence of modern hot-air ballooning.  That 
is about 78% of the era! 

 To help support the history of this era and to help attract newcomers to the sport, I 
recently proposed two funding initiatives to the WBG Leadership Group.  Details are still 
being worked out, but members of the group have heartily endorsed the ideas and have 
provided suggestions for improving on the initial proposals.   

 The first would provide a minimum contribution of $1,000 over a three year period 
to the National Balloon Museum in Indianola.  With this level of donation it would enable 
the Wisconsin Balloon Group to be recognized and named on one of the commemorative 
engraved bricks to be featured in the new addition to the museum.  The funding would 
consist of an annual donation from WBG along with an additional amount to match dona-
tions made by WBG members.  Tentative annual amounts being discussed are an initial 
$100 from WBG and then $125 sought from individuals to be matched by an additional 
$125 of WBG funds.  For information about the museum and its need for expansion see 
the website www.nationalballoonmuseum.com/, and the article “Growing Pains” on page 6 
of the May/June 2009 issue of BALLOONING . 

 The other initiative would provide a scholarship to support participation in the BFA 
Jr. Balloonist Hot Air Camps , http://www.bfacamp.com/.  As noted above, details are 
not yet final but in any case will provide one or two scholarships of at least $200, and pos-
sibly as much as the entire $395 camp fee, for someone attending one of the two camps 
in Texas and Michigan.  For information about the camps contact the BFA office at bfaof-
fice@bfa.net or 515-961-8809, or go to the web sites Summer camps, or 
www.bfacamps.org.  For scholarship application information contact me at 414-333-5664 
or gbritton@uwc.edu.   Scholarship eligibility this year includes 13-18 year olds in WBG 
member families and all Wisconsin youth who are 13-18 years old.  

 The Leadership Group will continue working on the funding aspects and other 
details of these projects with the goal that they will be on-going with consistent guidelines 
from year-to-year.  If you have any suggestions or concerns, be sure to let one of us 
know.  While there is currently money available to fund the projects for this year, Corey �
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and Daron have been making plans for activities to help raise additional funds for future use.  I hope that you will 
agree with me that this planned use for some of our funds is in the best long-term interests of the WBG in particular 
and the hot-air ballooning community in general.       
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Wisconsin Upcoming Events   

June 4-6, 2009       Thunder on the Lakeshore Air Show & Balloon Rally        Manitowoc 

                                       Contact: Ken Walter  WiWindDancer@cs.com 

June 19-21, 2009                            Monroe Balloon Rally                                     Monroe 

                                                Contact: Matt Urban urban @tds.net 

July 10-12, 2009                             Wausau Balloon Rally                                    Wausau 

                                                   Contact:  wausauareaevents.org 

July 17-19, 2009                             Hartford Balloon Rally                                   Hartford 

                                        Contact: Ken Walter WiWindDancer@cs.com 

Aug. 7-9, 2009                 Seymour Hamburger Fest & Balloon Rally                Seymour 

Aug. 28-30, 2008      WI Rapids Children’s Miracle Network Balloon Rally    WI Rapids,  
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If you are a WBG members who flies in 
the Woodstock, Illinois, area and are 
looking for an additional launch area, you 
may be interested in checking out an 
invitation that we received from Louis 
Pappas.  He has a 160 Acre subdivision 
with only two houses built out and, ac-
cording to his e-mail to me, there is 
plenty of space to accommodate balloon 
launches at no charge or expectations.  

 Please contact Mr. Pappas at 4604 N 
Queen Anne Rd, Woodstock, IL 60098 
(815-648-2119) if interested.  Entry to 
the subdivision is off of N. Queen Anne 
Rd. 
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Advance tickets are now available for EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, "The World's Greatest 
Aviation Celebration," which is coming July 27-August 2, 2009, at Wittman Regional Airport 
in Oshkosh.  
The advance purchase system allows EAA members and non-members to pre-purchase 
AirVenture admission tickets via a secure website. Both daily and weekly admissions are 
available, as is the ability to join EAA and immediately receive the best possible admission 
prices available only to EAA members. It also gives discounts to those who pre-purchase 
their AirVenture tickets now, including $2 for daily admissions and $5 for weekly admis-
sions for advance online purchases. To access the advance ticketing area, go to 
www.airventure.org and connect to the "Buy Now!" area. Full instructions and answers to 
frequently asked questions are available at that site. Advance AirVenture tickets are 
scanned and redeemed for the appropriate wristband at AirVenture gates. 
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  Pixair ’s “Up”                                    

Cluster Balloons                                                                               
Coming soon to a 

theatre near you! 

                                                                                              

A few WBG members had the unique opportunity to assist in promoting the new Disney/Pixar 

animated feature “UP”. A public call was made to all balloonists, giving them a chance to work with 

a “Cluster” balloon. There are only a few cluster balloonists, therefore its really an honor to have the 

chance to be a part of it, as well as the chance to work with a nationally renowned team of 

balloonists, Troy Bradley and Whit Landvater. Kay, myself and our two boys, Jack and Ben got the 

early wake up call at 2am on Monday, May 4th. We loaded the sleeping boys in the truck and 

headed to Navy Pier in beautiful downtown Chicago. We met with Troy and Whit at 3:30am to start 

the inflation process of 70 5-8 ft diameter helium balloons. WBG members Mark Naber and John 

Ross also made the early morning trek to Chicago. Chicago area balloonist, Rick Poe and three 

Columbia College animation students also were on the “UP-Chicago” crew. We worked diligently 

to inflate the balloons and attach them to the armchair, a replica of Carl Fredrickson’s favorite chair. 

Carl is the main character in the movie. The indoor venue of Navy Pier Grand Ballroom was chosen 

for this tether as we all know how “windy” Chicago can be and Troy and Whit were on a tight 

schedule. The cluster was inflated until about noon and tether rides were provided for media and the 

crew. It was a great time and a unique opportunity for all of us. Be sure to see the movie after it 

opens on May 29th and also check out www.disney.com & www.clusterballoon.com/up 

Left –Jack Walter & one UP balloon 

Below – The UP-Chicago Crew 

Right – The compete UP Cluster�
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