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Greetings & Seminar Summary from your WBG Director

Spring greetings to our entire membership! The Spring Social for WBG mem-
bers and friends is set for May 9. Daron Powers and Corey Goebel, our new so-
cial directors, have selected Thunder Bay Grille as the location for this gather-
ing. We met there several years ago and as | recall, it was an excellent din-
ner. Daron and Corey have been working on some new ideas for dinners and
activities so | hope that you will take time to join us before the flying season be-
gins in earnest and see what they have in store.

Once again, the highlight of WBG related ballooning activities in March was
the Safety Seminar. The 70 pilots and crew who attended gave high evaluation
marks to all the speakers, their topics, and the safety value. Congratulations and
thanks to Pete Asp, his committee, and all the speakers for planning and present-
ing this 32™ Midwest Safety Seminar. It was held in West Bend on March 21 this
year and was approved by the BFA as part of the Continuing Education Pro-
gram. The theme was “Getting and Giving Good Instruction”. Highlights of the
program included the following:

Tom Sheppard talking about pertinent regulations and sharing personal sto-
ries about “Balloon Flight Training: The Early Days .” Those of who us received
our training during these “early” years enjoyed hearing Tom trace the progression
of requirements and practices through the years. And newer pilots had the oppor-
tunity to see the contrasts so as to better appreciate the training that they have
received and the standards expected of them before obtaining their private certifi-
cate.

Dave Sullivan’s “Learning to Teach ” presentation focused on the “in-flight”
aspects of instruction. He began by looking at instructor responsibilities and
some FAA expectations, then addressed education about pilot decision making
and the importance of lesson plans, outlines and syllabi. He ended by reminding
the audience to plan and fly each flight as though it would be their “last flight” and
compared it to the “last lecture” program for retiring professors at some universi-
ties.

Wes Hakari provided the FAA's perspective through his “Taking the Test ”
presentation. He shared information about the FAA Safety Program,
www.FAASafety.gov, and then talked about the Practical Test Standards and the
flight test itself.

Phil Thompson was scheduled to talk about “Choosing Your First Balloon” but
expanded that into a very informative presentation for all pilots that he called
“Choosing Your First Balloon, Your Next Balloon, or Your Last Bal-

loon”. During this talk he discussed the different types of various components
and addressed the advantages and disadvantages of new versus used.
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Included was a section on combining a new envelope with used bottom end components, which he
said might represent the best of both worlds for a lot of pilots.

The last presentation before breaking for the buffet lunch was Barry DiLibero talking about “Care of
Balloon Fabric ”. He discussed types of fabric material, various weaves, methods of coating the fabric,
why fabric and coatings fail, and then closed with information about how to visually determine poros-
ity. Both Barry and Phil had samples of equipment components that they passed among the audience for
examination.

Clayton Cowl, a balloon pilot and FAA Medical Examiner, presented “Aeromedical Considera-
tions ”. In addition to addressing various issues that might affect the pilot, he discussed some of the most
likely types of injuries or emergency medical situations regarding passengers. This included his recom-
mendations for what to have in the balloon or retrieve vehicle for first aid supplies. For example, he sug-
gested putting a bag of frozen peas in your beverage cooler. They are ideal to use as an ice pack when
needed. And he added (perhaps somewhat tongue in cheek) “then you can fix them for dinner the next
day”!

Bill Zangs gave, as he always does, a very entertaining, yet informative, presentation; this time on
“Giving Ground Instruction” . He talked about the importance of definitions; when is ground training
required, both by the FARs and by practicality; some laws and levels of learning; and how to organize a
lesson, both the FAA way and “MY way”.

Following the afternoon break, Debbie Spaeth talked about “Putting on a Balloon Rally ”. With sev-
eral Midwestern rallies having been discontinued in recent years this is important information to assist pi-
lots who may be called upon to organize, or assist someone who is organizing, a new rally. | am aware of
at least one seminar participant who talked to Debbie after the presentation and indicated that he had
been approached by a community close to his home about starting a rally. Debbie talked about staff that
would be needed, hospitality and accommodations, supplies and equipment needed for events that in-
clude competitive flying, and the budgetary implications of these aspects of a weekend event.

BFA Board of Directors Secretary and Great Lakes Regional Director, Ken Walter, was the final
speaker with his talk about “FAAST & BFA Update ”. Ken is a member of FAAST (FAA Safety Team,
http://www.faasafety.gov/default.aspx) and led the audience through aspects of the web site and the
information it offers. He then showed a brief video that he had prepared with some of his pictures
from rallies set to the music, Where the Wind Wants to go , which is now available on the BFA web
site, http://www.bfa.net/cms1/. Ken finished by describing various BFA programs such as the youth
camps and the Pilot Achievement Awards Program (PAAP). He encouraged participation in both of
these and noted that details are available on the web site.

The final session of the day was devoted to concurrent discussion groups where each of the speakers
was stationed in an area of the lecture hall or lobby, and seminar attendees selected the speaker(s)
that they wanted to ask questions of and then went to the appropriate area(s) for further discus-

sion. Thanks again to all the presenters. My hope is that each of us can keep the information in mind
as we start flying this spring and that it enables us to all have a safe and enjoyable season of lighter
than air flight!

Fields in much of Wisconsin are currently way too wet to even think about getting out flying, and per-

haps may stay that way for a few weeks. But even if conditions will be good for some nice spring

flights by May 9, | hope you'll plan to take the evening off from other activities and join us for the WBG
Spring Fling Social ! | look forward to seeing you then.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Midwest hot-air balloonists hold safety seminar in West Bend

About 70 hot-air balloonists met at the University of Wisconsin-
Washington County in West Bend on March 21 for the 32nd Mid-
west Balloon Safety Seminar sponsored by the Wisconsin Balloon
Group. The theme of this year’s seminar was “Getting and Giving
Good Instruction.”

Pilots from eight states gathered at 7:30 a.m. and heard talks
throughout the day on topics such as aero-medical considerations
of ballooning, history of flight instruction in the 1970s, good prac-
tices of flight instruction, safety considerations of balloon equip-
ment and organizing a balloon rally.

The seminar program was organized by balloonist Pete Asp
from Sullivan, with local arrangements under the direction of Slinger pilot and director of the Wisconsin Balloon Group,
Gary Britton. Local balloonists Tom Sheppard and Debbie Spaeth were presenters during the seminar.

Most of the approximately 3,000 active balloonists in the U.S. attend a safety seminar once a year. In the Midwest,
early spring is a popular time to hold them before pilots get busy with the flying season, which is most active in the
summer and fall.

Pictured at top, pilots Mike Shrum of New Mexico and Barry DiLibero of Pennsylvania fly special balloons in the
shape of the U.S. flag and the space shuttle. Pictured above, balloon pilots attend a session of the 32nd Midwest Bal-
loon Safety Seminar in West Bend March 21, 2009.
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