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  THE VENTLINE  

 

            A special appreciation goes out to Pete Asp for planning and 
organizing the 31st Midwest Safety Seminar held in Janesville March 1.  
It was attended by 63 pilots and crew from six states.  Thanks to Pete 
and his able committee for conducting a very informative and interest-
ing program that ran smoothly and on time.  Elsewhere in this publica-
tion you can read the article giving a summary of the seminar presenta-
tions.   Responses on the seminar evaluations were very positive.  In 
fact, there were comments such as “excellent overall, probably best 
yet” and “maybe one of best in 20 years”.  Congratulations to Pete, his 
committee, and all the presenters for a job well done!  Pete has agreed 
to continue in this role for 2009 and is already thinking of new ideas in 
order that the seminar can best meet the needs and interests of the bal-
looning community.    

 Included with this newsletter, and also as part of the WBG web 
site, you will find a slightly modified WBG Membership Application.  If 
you have not already renewed your membership for 2008 you can com-
plete the form and send it to Membership Chairs, David & Kathy Lester-
Ross, with your dues.  In addition to adding a membership classification 
line for officials (including observers), we have changed the phone 
number information to “preferred” and “secondary” rather than “home”, 
and “business”.  It was felt that with many people using their cell 
phones almost exclusively now, that this was a better representation of 
actual contact information for members.  

 With all the snow we have had this winter, at least in the south-
ern part of Wisconsin and portions of Illinois, it looks like it will be a wet 
spring and several weeks of drying will be needed before the fields are 
dry enough for ballooning.  So the May 17 WBG Spring Dinner will be a 
timely opportunity for us to get together and enjoy some good balloon-
ing fellowship, share tales of recent winter flights (or lack thereof), and 
visit about anticipated late spring and early summer flying in our local 
areas and the upcoming regional rallies.  I look forward to seeing you at 
the dinner.  Happy spring flying if you are fortunate enough to get in a 
flight or two before then!  
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 
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+Special Shapes 

FireFly is working in partnership with Amazon Balloons in Brazil. It is the best 
of both worlds -- experienced design and engineering by Amazon Balloons and 
materials and production from FireFly.  
 
The Shamrock Balloon, built by FireFly, is already in the air.  
 
Scoop (really?!) and bottom panel nomex 

Despite daunting bureaucratic obstacles, the scoop and bottom panel nomex 
options are among FireFly's highest priorities. The dogged determination by 
FireFly to stay the course and to get these options through the FAA approval 
process is in itself a major sign of the change of leadership. �
�

���������� FireFly ��	

������� ���������	�
Long-time pilots remember the energy and innovation that came out of Statesville 
in the early days of the company. 
 
In the second year of new ownership, FireFly Balloons is clearly moving forward 
once again.  Returning from a weekend in Statesville in March (I had to escape the 
snow!), I’ll share some of the highlights. 

New Computerized Cutting Table  

FireFly has invested over $100,000 in a computer-
ized fabric cutting table that will increase efficiency 
and guarantee absolute consistency in panel cuts 
and special design graphics. 

New maXflite fabric 

Yes, it’s nylon. It is American– made and has over 10 years of flight use and history. Average life span of this 
fabric in commercial ride environments is 500-600 hours, with no porosity issues. The coating is silicone. 
Flight manuals will indicate an absolute 300 degree maximum, but flight recommendations are for a 250 de-
gree constant and 275 degree operating limit. 

The white fabric has some polyester woven into it, and it stay WHITE, even after prolonged flight time. 

New FireFly Balloons website – 
www.fireflyballoons.net 

New T3 burners available  

FireFly has listened. New T3 burners are already in 
production and will be available for purchase this 
season. The new T-3 has all the new upgrades, in-
cluding Fire 2 control on the burner. 

On the horizon 

Improved rotation vents 

Improved deflation vents for large balloons 

Fire-retardant quick-release ropes 

Quick-turn tank valves 
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