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| first met Tom Sheppard in February of 1972 when we went to an FAA pilot pro-
gram at Mitchell Field in Milwaukee. A week later, Tom flew the two of us to Oshkosh for
lunch at Wittman Field. | received my FAA certificate in March and shortly after that Tom
was my first passenger when we flew to Fond du Lac in a rented Cessna 150. Those
were the first of many aviation activities that we have shared over the last 38 years. On
August 1, | was pleased that Jean and | were able to attend the induction ceremony at the
National Balloon Museum where Tom was one of three 2010 inductees into the Ballooning
Hall of Fame. Those of us attending were reminded, through pictures as well as oral and
written descriptions, of Tom’s many contributions to ballooning in general, and particularly
to hot-air and gas balloon competition.

For my own involvement in ballooning, Tom has played the key role in three spe-
cific aspects. First of all, in getting me interested in ballooning and providing me an op-
portunity to add an LTA rating to my commercial FAA certificate. Later he made it possi-
ble for me to start flying competitively. Thirdly, my role as a competition official began
when Tom asked me to serve on his staff. | will describe how each of those three aspects
transpired.

After those first airplane flights together early in 1972, Tom and | shared several
local and cross-country flights. In the fall of 1973 he told me about hot-air balloons and
that he was going to start training to get his rating. The next time | heard from Tom he
was calling me from the hospital having fractured his patella on the metal framing of a Ra-
ven gondola in a high wind landing on a training flight. When | went to visit him his knee
was swollen to about the size of his thigh. That didn’'t seem to dampen his enthusiasm at
all. Shortly afterwards | learned that he and three partners had ordered their own Balloon
Works balloon and would need some crewing help that spring and summer. In April we
went to the Hartford airport to watch the inflation and flights of three balloons, including
the maiden flight of Bob Beger's new Raven, Antiquity. When | saw the graceful billow-
ing of beautiful fabric and the gentle ascensions as the balloons lifted off from the frost
covered grass of the airport, | knew it was something that | wanted to be a part of. |
started crewing for Tom shortly after that, took my first flight in June, did a flight to 5000’
AGL with Tom and two solos under his supervision, and 36 years ago this month com-
pleted my commercial LTA flight test. (Which is a story in itself because the test, under
the direction of an FAA examiner who stood on the ground, was 20 minutes of burner time
that included flying in very calm winds from one end of a soccer field to the other, having
the crew walk the balloon upwind to the end of the field, and flying low the length of the
field one more time.)




The second aspect of ballooning that Tom enabled me to get involved in was
competitive flying. Since | didn’t have my own balloon, | did very little flying right after
getting my rating. In the spring of 1977, Tom said that he would again be directing the
rally at Wisconsin Dells and wanted to know if | would like to fly his new Cameron O-65,
H.M.S. Daedalus, as a competitor at the Dells. What a silly question! During the rally a
year earlier | had flown to the Dells in an airplane and watched the Saturday morning
flight from my plane. Later that day | hooked up with the late Tom Gable who had won
the 1973 US National Championships. | crewed for him that evening and flew with him
during the Sunday morning flight. He ended up winning the event that year and it piqued
my interest in competition. So 10 months later when Tom Sheppard asked if I'd like to
fly his Cameron at Wisconsin Dells | jumped at the opportunity. Tom gave me two train-
ing flights in the balloon since | had trained in a Balloon Works balloon and hadn’t flown
at all in almost two years. On neither of those two Cameron familiarization flights did we
have what one would call normal competitive ballooning conditions. According to my log
book, the first one covered 23 miles in an hour and 15 minutes with a maximum altitude
of 1200’ AGL. Needless to say, it was a high wind landing. The other flight lasted 1:30
and covered only four miles. Two specific items that | recall Tom teaching me on those
flights are:

the multiple adverse effects that wind shears have on low level flying

and

the differences in how you handle the vent line on a parachute top with a

pulley, such as a Cameron, and a direct pull system like | had learned

on.
Those were the only opportunities we had for flying prior to the event at the Dells. Tom
had said that there would be an experienced pilot from Michigan at the event who didn’t
have a balloon and he would fly with me during the competition. After the Saturday
morning task briefing Tom told me that the other pilot hadn’t shown up. | told Tom that it
was his balloon and he could do what he wanted, but that if he was comfortable with me
taking the balloon I felt okay about going out to fly the task without another pilot. | was
pleased when he said “Yes, go ahead”. To this day, | don't know whether or not there
really was another pilot who was supposed to show up. In either case, | thought it was a
clever move on Tom'’s part. So there | was, thanks to the flight training and use of a bal-
loon, both from Tom, ready to fly my first competitive flight with less than 20 hours total
time. Fortunately both Dells’ flights went well and | found the thrill of competitive flying so
exhilarating that | knew | wanted to continue if | could. Tom had requested N76GB as
the registration number when he had ordered the balloon the previous year. After the
Dells, I said to Tom (only half in jest | suppose) “Your balloon has my initials on it. You
should sell it to me.” Lo and behold, later that summer he did just that! | renamed the
balloon Union Jack and flew it for over a year, including the 1978 US Nationals, before
selling it to the late John Cook and Dave Millin. John had been crewing for me and also
flew with me during those first two competitive flights at the Dells. John subsequently
bought out Dave’s half and then later replaced the balloon with a new 0-77 Union Jack.
After John’s death from cancer his family donated the original H.M.S. Daedalus/Union
Jack to the National Balloon Museum. While at the Museum for Tom'’s induction cere-
mony we had our picture taken in front of the present display.

The third aspect of my ballooning activities for which | give tribute to Tom is that of a com




petition official. It has enabled Jean and me to meet and work with a host of interesting and enjoyable peo-
ple, as well as do a lot of traveling, that we would not have been able to do were it not for my work as a competition
official in various capacities. Tom was the Director for the 1978 National Championship event in Indianola, lowa.
And since | was going to be there anyway as a competitor, he asked me to serve as FAA liaison. That was before
the time of the FAA event waivers and there wasn’t a lot of extra work with this position at the time. The big chal-
lenge came later when Tom asked if | would be chief observer for the 1981 World Championship event in Battle
Creek. He also asked if | would be chief debriefer. 1 wanted to help and be involved with the event in some way,
but my response was “Well, does the same person do both of those jobs?” In a typical, unconcerned manner, Tom
just replied “Oh yes, the positions fit well together and one person can handle them.” | don’t think either one of us
had a realistic view of what we were getting into. But with a lot of help from others and a week of plus 20-hour days
and Tom’s good leadership, we all survived, had a great event and Tom’s proposal to have Battle Creek host the
World Championships again in 1985 was accepted. In addition to several events in Battle Creek, | was privileged
to be on the Sheppard staff for several regional, national and international rallies and championships over the

years. And though we are no longer serving together as officials, our discussions of tasks, rules and competitive
events continues on a regular basis.

Thanks, Tom, for my initial flight training in balloons, for allowing me to fly your balloon in competition, and
for including me as a team member on your staff of officials. It's greatly appreciated not only from a personal point
of view but as representative of what you have contributed to the sport of ballooning. On behalf of myself, and all of
the Wisconsin Balloon Group members, congratulations for being inducted into the Ballooning Hall of Fame.

Tom'’s Plaque joins (14) others who have been in- There was a full hofuse for the_lnductlon Ch:ere;]_
ducted into the National Balloon Museum Hall of mony. Comments from organizers was that this
Fame. was the best ever in attendance!

The Wisconsin & lllinois representatives at the 2010 Reding Hall of Fame induction
ceremony were:

Jim Borchert Jim,deih, & Kim Neill Pam Sheppar

Gary & Jean Britton Dawn & KeviaeRoff Debbie Spaeth

Rich German Andrevefpard Ken & Kafalter & Family
Harold & Mary Graves Jane Sheppard Perez Nick White

Kelly May Nathaheppard




Tom Sheppard has been recognized mostly for his con-
tributions to event and competition management.

There are other, lesser-known things that Tom worked
at that had beneficial effects on ballooning in the Mid- ! #
west. It has meant that balloonists for the mosthzaré | "
a good relationship with landowners, the FAA and the

public in general. " " I %

He has been an advocate for professionalism in the #
sport in pilot and crew training through safety seminars. & (! ) *
He has encouraged maintenance and repair of equipment , $55

to assure trouble free operation.

Tom has acted as liaison with the FAA when questions
of balloon operations conflicted with established flight
rules and procedures. Being personally involved withthe | ./ 0 "
FAA on both the operations and maintenance side, | know
that the ballooning community has a good working rela-
tionship with the Milwaukee FSDO that would likely not
be there if it had not been established early on. Histeff 1* 2
also resulted in the event waiver that allows balloon of
erations at less than established minimum safe altitud
during balloon competition.

He has long been a champion of good landowner re
tions, including the topic in several of the early safety
seminars. As beginning balloonists, I'm pretty sure m
of the pilots of my generation faced up to at leasta fe
landowner issues on their own, since they knew that t
would be having a talk with Tom if they didn't.

So, for helping to lay the groundwork for ballooning
Wisconsin and for being a good example...... THANKS
Tom.

—Pete Asp

Gary Britton, Jim Borchert and Tom
Sheppard at National Balloon Clas-
sic Flight

Presentation of Hall of Fame Plaque
to Tom (Debbie & Ken Walter pre-
sented)

Gary, Debbie, & Tom at HMS
Daedalus (N76GB) display

%&
Tom Sheppard, wife Pam, children

Andrew & Jane with grandson Nathan. ()

# &%

Tom sitting next to the Sheppard
display of ballooning artifacts



Tom at podium
during his induc-
tion into the
Ballooning Hall
of Fame

Pam & Tom Sheppard,Jackie Robertson, Debbie
Spaeth, Dawn & Kevin Radloff
All came to Indianola to share Tom’s day.
The Hall of Fame Inductees
Joe Kittinger, Family of late Tony Fairbanks, [Nica Fair- -
banks, daughter; Lois Fairbanks, daughter-in-law; and Bert Marsha Hoskins, one of the early Observers at
Padult Family Friend], Tom Sheppard Wisconsin Dells, drove from Kansas City to

attend the induction for Tom Sheppard.
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| was driving when | saw the flash of a traffic camera. | fig-
ured that my picture had been taken for exceeding the limit
even though | knew that | was not speeding.

Just to be sure, | went around the block and passed the
same spot, driving slower, but again the camera flashed.

Now | began to think that this was quite funny, so | drove
even slower as | passed the area once more, but the traffic
camera again flashed. | tried a fourth and a fifth time with
the same results and was now laughing as the camera
flashed while | rolled past at a snail's pace.

Two weeks later, | got five tickets in the mail for driving
without a seat belt on.

You can't fix stupid.
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Credit goes to Adria and to Tom Oberheide for organizing a fun flight on Sunday July 25,
2010 at Oberheide’s Soft Landings in Cary, lllinois. Five balloons participated, consisting of
pilots Don Raciborski, Glenn O’Connell, Tom Oberheide, Jim Neill, and Mark Kennedy.
They all had a great flight and followed the flight with liquid refreshments and burgers at
Tom'’s Bar. Fun was had by all, so Tom is planning another flight for this fall. Plans will be
forthcoming..




Fired Up for Fifty Years of Ballooning in Sioux Fal
by Karen M. Bullock, Genoa City, WI

This year, The Great Plains Balloon Race in Sioux Fall5 celebrated 50 years of
modern ballooning. After having a lot of rain with moretba way — it was either too
wet or too windy to fly. In spite of that, there wasshortage of things to do.

The accommodations were at the Ramada Inn — perfefetnfolies since it boasts a pirate-themed shal-
low water pool and a three story tall water slidehefE was an enjoyable meet and greet with buffet sup-
per on Friday night where we met our sponsors from FoepProfessionals. We went to bed knowing
that we would not be flying on Saturday morning, so we wederested to check out the area.

Sioux Falls is a beautiful city and easy to get aroundtiis hard to believe that the metropolitan popula-
tion is in excess of 200,000. A person could easily spencthk there checking out the attractions —
many of them free. There are many parks in the arelading Falls Park featuring a neat foot bridge
with an excellent view of the falls. The Downtownea offers lots of unique shops and is host to the
city's Sculpturewalk - featuring 50 artists from around tbeldv

There are many nice restaurants to enjoy and we got theecha stop at one of our favorites - the Phil-
lip's Avenue Diner - before we headed to one of the mauseums in the area. The Courthouse Museum
is home to the “Fired Up: 50 Years of Hot Air” exhibhe exhibit was put together by the curators at
the museum who did a great job researching, collectingpgheyhs, equipment and memorabilia interest-
ing to balloonists and non-balloonists alike. Everythindisplayed in a professional format and there are
several interactive displays. It was very intargsto see how the technology and equipment have ad-
vanced as well as some of the ways balloons haveus=s over the years. This exhibit will be on dis-
play 18-24 months. There are a number of other exhibitigplay at the museum and the building itself
iS a treasure.

Saturday evening was too windy to attempt a flight, buethexs a field of fire held at the Kenny Ander-
son park — a huge park that accommodates a good number ofhbdllbe large elementary school play-
ground was the destination for the kids!) There were ld@spn the roster this year, including two Wis-
consin pilots, Gary Britton and John Bullock. Themsvan envelope on display that the people were able
to go inside and check out. The crowd was very receitiee field of fire, although disappointed that

the balloons weren't able to go up.

Saturday night, we went to bed again knowing the Sunday ngpwasn't going to be flyable. The event
closed with a Sunday morning brunch for pilots and crew: @ivier gave an interesting and informa-
tive presentation about their efforts to restore thgrmal Yost balloon. The replica of the bottom end
was on display at the brunch. (For more informatiosage see “A Rebirth of History: The Building of a
Replica of the Original Yost Balloon” in the July/Aug2010 issue of Ballooning

It was unfortunate that we weren't able to celebrat&@ie\nniversary of Modern Ballooning in the sky
as we had intended, but it was a well-coordinated ev&stwith any balloon rally, it seems that we get
more time to sight see and visit with the other pitotd crew when we don't fly! We have known some
of the pilots and crew at the Sioux Falls rally simeebecame interested in ballooning in 1998. It was
great to see old friends and meet some new ones to@s hivell worth the nine hour drive!
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Great Lakes Region Members of the BFA:

| am seeking your support in re-electing me to the positidireat Lakes Regional Director. In the time
since | was elected to this board in 2007, the BFA hasssewa significant changes. | would like to say
that | have some responsibility in those changes. No®2010, there is still unfinished business and new
challenges facing us. We presently have a great grotipedioard and all have the best interest of each of
our members in mind when conducting our meetings. The cloantl of directors continues to work

well together and we get things done. For the last twosylehave been proud to serve as the Secretary to
the Board of Directors.

During my term on the board, we have seen some gresativeachanges. We have hosted the first Na-
tional Convention in over ten years. In 2011, we wilhbsting the next Convention in Des Moines lowa.
We will be celebrating the 8anniversary of the BFA at that time and a great progsaeing planned.

We have also developed the Online Seminar Program. Téeseass have grown every year and continue
to improve. We have increased our ability to communicate eur members with vast improvements to
our website and internet presence. We now have grabiiy to email each and every member directly
with a BFA President’s Letter and soon you will seedBtakes Region messages. We continue to work
on important issues facing balloonists which include insigamembership, event guidelines, commercial
operators and continuing education programs.

As your current representative, | feel that | bring ragng of past experience, personal contacts, knowl-
edge of the political process as an important attributeytoe-election. As | was elected to my first term,
my goal was tbmake a difference”. | believe that | havemade a difference’to the organization and its
members, but | do not feel that my work is complete.l gtated, we have a lot of unfinished business and
new challenges facing us. | look forward to facing thdsslenges and continue on with the great work
that we have started.

| sincerely hope that | have earned your support and laekafd to serving you for another term. Thank
you for considering me to remain as your BFA Great L&axgion representative.

Ken Walter



Donna Spaeth honored at Jackson Hickory
Lane Park Ceremony

For years, David and Donna Spaeth could be found managing the
propane line at Wisconsin Balloon events and organizing the Wiscon-
sin Balloon Group Pig Roast at Jackson Park.

But on Saturday, July 10, 2010, Donna Spaeth was honored for her
work for the Jackson Park & Recreation Dept. Hickory Park in Jack-
son, Wisconsin (you will know this as the site of the WBG Pig Roast
for the past few years) opened a Splash Water Park this summer.

At the ceremony to dedicate this new addition to the Jackson Hickory
Lane Park, there was an unveiling of a very nice plaque, honoring
Donna, and her work for the Jackson Park & Rec program. ltis lo-
cated at the entrance to the Splash Water Park. So next time we are
there for a WBG function, take a look.

P.S. This was a total surprise to Donna. Her Granddaughter Jessi
Spaeth, currently works for the Jackson Park & Rec program and was
able to get Grandma to attend as Jessi told her she had a speaking
part. Grandma didn’t know it was for Jessi to read the inscription!

Donna said Palm Trees
look good in Jackson, at
the Splash Water Park.

Donna with Village of Jackson Offi-
cials who served with her and are
still involved in Village business.

Granddaughter Jessi Spaeth, reads
the dedication, as Grandma Donna
looks on.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 13-15 Hartford Balloon Rally Hartford, WI
Contact: Ken Walter WIWitsthcer @ cs.com

Aug. 20-22  WI Rapids CMN Balloon Rally Wisconsin Rapids, \AT

Oct. 2-10Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta Albuquerque, NM

April 7-10, 2011 BFA Convention & 50 th Birthday Des Moines, IA
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