THE VENTLINE

When you see the pictures that elementary school students draw after you have
done a balloon demonstration for them, don’t you often wish you could hear them tell
the stories of their pictures? For example, the following drawings were included in a
large packet of thank-you notes that Jean and | recently received after we did mid-
morning programs and inflations for two summer school aerospace classes at Slinger
Middle School. Each of the classes contained approximately 30 students from grades 1
-5 and they had already had a helicopter fly into the school yard, gone to see a home-
built airplane and meet the pilot in his hangar, and launched model rockets.

The single panel thank-you note shows amazing detail of the pilot light on/off
knobs and the squeeze-handle controls on my Lindstrand burner. But | have no idea
what the student heard or saw that made him include sand bags around the basket. So
I would really enjoy hearing him tell me about his picture.

Even more intriguing and puzzling, is what prompted the other student to in-
clude what he did in the first two panels of his card. Did | say something that made him
think about flying over water in rain and lightning? And why are there sharks trying to
jump up toward the balloon? Is the passenger videotaping the sharks or is that some
sort of “stun-gun” to ward them off? Hearing the student tell the story depicted in all
three of these panels would be wonderful!

For school demonstrations like this we assemble the balloon in advance, but
leave the envelope in the bag until the students are there. Then | give them a 3-4 min-
ute introductory explanation about the balloon itself and have the crew pull the envelope
out at the end of this part. The students always enjoy seeing how long it is as it comes
out of the bag. We then inflate the balloon and, if it isn’t too windy, keep it standing for
no more than five minutes. After the basket is laid over and | am out of it, if there aren’t
too many students in the group | suggest that they walk downwind to see the parachute
top and to feel the warm air coming out. As soon as | can leave the rest of the pack-up
to the crew, | will return to the students to talk more about the history of ballooning, de-
scribe a typical flight, and talk about weather requirements. Then | take questions.
Since the two aerospace classes didn’t meet at the same time, we did separate infla-
tions and presentations. But not wanting to pack the balloon twice on the hot, humid
day that it was, we left the envelope laid out after the first deflation. So the first class
got to see it come out of the bag and the second class got to see it packed up.

Due to normal starting times of many elementary schools, it is frequently quite
windy by the time the teachers are able to bring students outside. And of course there
is always the possibility of rain. To avoid having to cancel or reschedule, we have
started using the school gym as a backup plan when we can’t do a full outside inflation.
Most elementary school gyms are rather small but there is usually room enough to do a
partial inflation if we lay my 77,000 ft* envelope out diagonally and watch the ceiling
very carefully as the fabric gets up toward it. Sometimes there are double doors to take
the basket inside as well. Otherwise, if there isn't heavy rain, we just unload it outside
close to the gym doors and have students walk by at the end of the program to see the
basket, tanks and burner. And usually I'm able to turn the burner on so they feel some
heat as they walk by.

Presentations like this may not be as much fun for us as flying is, but they are
an important part of what we do in order to promote the sport, to give back to the
schools and community for providing open spaces for us to launch and land in, and to
enrich the educational experiences of students.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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It was VERY wet at Indianola, IA this
year, and although the chase vehicles
got stuck on the launch field, the bal-
loons did fly several competition

flights. Approximately 100 balloons
lifted off in the Saturday evening mass
ascension. Thousands of spectators
got to enjoy a simulated maneuver of
the Space Shuttle “Patriot”. Mike Shrum
and crew stunned the crowd when he
set up the huge space shuttle balloon
into the wind and then perfectly exe-
cuted a 180 degree turn on hot inflation.
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HUMOR FOR LEXOPHILES

-- | wondered why the baseball was getting bigger.

-- Police were called to a day care center where a
-- Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side

-- To write with a broken pencil is pointless.

-- The short fortune teller who escaped from prison

(lovers of words)

Then it hit me.

three-year-old was resisting a rest.

was cut off? He's all right now.

was a small medium at large.

( Continued next page)



HUMOR FOR LEXOPHILES

-- When the smog lifts in Los Angeles, U.C.L.A.

-- The math professor went crazy with the blackboar  d. He did a number on it.

-- The professor discovered that her theory of eart  hquakes was on shaky ground.
-- The dead batteries were given out free of charge

-- A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail

-- A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two tired.

-- Awill is a dead giveaway.

-- A backward poet writes inverse.

-- A chicken crossing the road: poultry in motion.

-- With her marriage she got a new name and a dress

-- A grenade fell onto a kitchen floor in France, r  esulted in linoleum blownapart.
-- A calendar's days are numbered.

-- A boiled egg is hard to beat.

-- If you jump off a Paris bridge, you are in Seine

-- When she saw her first strands of grey hair, she thought she'd dye.

-- Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead to know ba  sis

Submitted by: Su Victor-Louck
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E-mail: gbritton@uwc.edu
Phone: 262-644-7417

E-mail: info@flyinginharmony.com

Phone: 414-975-7530

E-mail: cjtrzeb@new.rr.com
Phone: 920-730-0325

E-mail: n1965n@ticon.net
Phone: 608-755-1828
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E-mail: gntlbrouis@aol.com
Phone: 815-933-8086

E-mail: wiwinddancer@cs.com
Phone: 262-522-6675

E-mail: dasdeb@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 262-338-2300

E-mail: inspiration@tds.net OR aerostation@tds.net

Phone: 262-534-9585

E-mail: iciebonz@wi.rr.com
Phone: 262-878-4295

Leadership

Gary Britton

4458 Summit Ridge
Slinger, W1 53086

Nick & Becky White

7428 Watson Ave.

Wauwatosa, WI

Jeff Trzebiatowski

1619 E. Pershing St.
Appleton, W1 54911

Jim Bushelle

4042 Saratoga
Janesville, WI 53546

Jane Jacobson
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Pat Brouillet

939 E Roxanna Circle
Kankakee, IL 60901

Ken Walter

W241 S4115 Pine Hollow Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189

Debbie Spaeth
P.O. Box 674
West Bend, WI 53095

David & Kathy Lester-Ross

2031 N. Beaumont
Kansasville, Wl 53139

Herb & Jan Kohlman

23010 Hillcrest Rd
Kansasville, Wl 53139



