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As we begin this new year of WBG activities | would like to extend a special thanks to all
of the members of the Leadership Committee . As an indication of their dedication to WBG and its
activities, each of them has agreed to continue in their respective roles throughout 2010. And one
new member of the group, Mark Naber, has stepped forward to accept Ken Walter’s offer to pro-
vide assistance with the web site. Ken and Mark have already put a lot of effort into development
of the site. I'm sure that you will enjoy the new look and the expanded pages. You can access it at
http://www.wiballoongroup.org/.

As we announced earlier, WBG has made a commitment to help raise money for the Na-
tional Balloon Museum in Indianola. In 2009, we sent $150 as an initial donation and an addi-
tional $50 as a match for donations made by WBG members. This money was a general donation
and not specifically earmarked for any project.

At the Winter Social in January, it was announced that the money donated to the Museum
will go toward a new stained glass window. The Museum is replacing seven large windows, which
are in need of repair, with stained glass. (See the article elsewhere in The Ventline explaining the
contest to design the windows.) An extra $90 was raised at the meeting from sales of the DVD that
Daron and Lisa Powers had prepared for the after-dinner video program. WBG is continuing its
matching donation program this year. This means individual donors have a chance to double the
value of their museum donations. For information about the Museum and its offerings see their
website www.nationalballoonmuseum.com/.

At the January dinner meeting, | also reminded the group that we have decided to provide
one or two scholarships for 13 -18 year old youth to attend one of the Jr. Balloonist Hot Air
Camps. Information about the camps can be obtained at their web site, http://www.bfacamp.com/,
phoning BFA office, 515-961-8809, or by e-mail, balloonist@pandaballons.com. For scholarship
application information contact me at 414-333-5664 or gbritton@uwc.edu. Scholarship eligibility
includes youth in WBG member families and Wisconsin youth who are interested in ballooning.

Be sure to read the editor’s report of the excellent January dinner and program organized
by Social Directors Daron Powers and Corey Goebel. As a side note to the museum news above,
the enjoyable and entertaining DVD that was shown at the meeting will also be available at future
WBG events or directly from Daron and Lisa.

It is that time of year to remind members of two things. The first is the Midwest Safety
Seminar coming up March 6 in West Bend. Pete Asp has again lined up an informative array of
speakers. When you register for the seminar, you save $5 on your annual WBG membership by
renewing at that time. And secondly, for those of you unable to attend the seminar, we encourage
you to send in your annual dues at this time. It is your support through membership that helps pro-
vide the financial resources needed to continue carrying out our activities to support the ballooning
community. Thanks for your past support and participation. | look forward to seeing you in March
as we prepare for the 2010 flying season.
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Campers Deven and Brenda
with pilot Gene Burnstein at
the 2009 Great Lakes Hot Air
Balloon Camp

2010 BFA Hot Air Balloon Camps are Underway!

After a successful 2009 program that saw thirty teens from 12 states attending, the BFA Jr.
Balloonist program gearing up again for the 2010 Hot Air Balloon Camps. The first camp,
coordinated by Shelley Caraway, will be held July 11-15 in Tyler, Texas. The second camp
will be held July 18-22 in Albion, Michigan, coordinated by Tom Jones. Both camps will be
held on a college campus, supervised by experienced pilots and crew! Cost of the camp
this year is $395 for the week and there are scholarships available.

These camps are designed for teens (13 — 18 years old) who want to learn more about hot
air balloons with previous ballooning experience not required. Activities planned include
visitations to balloon and aviation related sites, as well as plenty of hands-on activities like
balloon tethers (weather permitted) and team events. While the 2010 curriculum is still be-
ing finalized, discussion topics from previous years have included balloon systems, map-
ping fundamentals, GPS and Geocaching, first aid, power line safety, flight planning and
preparation, emergency preparedness, FAR/AIMs, weather forecasting, and internet
weather. Additional information and registration forms may be found on
www.BFACamp.com.

We also need_your help. First, if you have teens that crew or interested in ballooning,
please encourage them to check out the camp! This is a wonderful opportunity to gain bal-
looning knowledge and further sow the seeds of our sport. Second, volunteers are needed
to help staff the camp. Consider spending some time to help shape potential future pilots.
Also, we could use donations of many kinds. If you are updating your FAR/AIM and sec-
tionals, please consider donating the out of date ones to the camps. Finally, please con-
sider financially helping the scholarship fund! Remember, all donations to the BFA are
TAX DEDUCTIBLE too and should qualify for company donation matching!

BFA Southwest Region Balloon Camp
Shelley Caraway

1557 Whittington Rd

Kilgore Texas 75662

903-986-0933

balloonist@pandaballoons.com

BFA Great Lakes Region Balloon Camp

Thomas Jones
337 Prairie Drive
Climax MI 49034

2009 Great Lakes campers preparing for a tour of
Cameron Balloons

269-746-1032

GreatLakes _Balloon_Camp@hotmail.com

You can contact the BFA office at 515-961-8809 to donate for camp or request applications
for camp. BFA members have made these camps possible. Your investment in young
aeronauts will keep our sport alive!




The National Balloon Museum in Indianola, lowa needs oyr teel
1) replace damaged windows and 2) design stained glass winolotlie Museum.

Part 1 : Contest — Design a Window for Stained Glass —

Theme: Ballooning Across America — From Sea to Shining Sea

Deadline for Entry: Friday, April 30, 2010

Seven windows are damaged and need to be replaced in tbealBalloon Museum building. The plan is to replace
those windows with stained glass scenes depicting ballooningsatti® (6) regions of the Balloon Federation of Amer-
ica (BFA) and the final window will depict lowa ballooning.

This contest is open to balloonists and balloon enthusiastss the country. For each region/window, the pexitbn
the winning design will have their name on a plaque under the window

Approximatedimensions for the (7) windows are: 85"-87" Wide x 28-1/4"-28-High

Window 1 — Depict BFA Northeast Regien

States of ME, VT, NH, MA, CT, NJ, WV, MD, PA, NY

Window 2 — Depict BFA Southeast Regien
States of DE, VA, KY, NC, SC, TN, GA, AL, MS, ARAPFL, & DC

Window 3 — Depict BFA Great Lakes Regien
States of WI, IL, IN, OH, MI

Window 4 — Depict BFA Southwest Regien
States of OK, TX, NM

Window 5 — Depict BFA North Central Regien
States of MN, IA, MO, ND, SD, NE, KS, MT, WY, CO

Window 6 — Depict BFA Western Regien
States of WA, OR, ID, NV, UT, CA, AZ, AK, HI

Window 7 — Depict lowa & Ballooning
Send Design Entries to:

National Balloon Museum

PO Box 149

Indianola IA 50125-0149
Email: Balloonmuseum@bfa.net

Please send your entries as a jpg or pdf file.
Entries will be posted on theww.nationalballoonmuseum.com




Part 2: Challenge for Balloonists across the Country —

Raise Funds for Stained Glass @ National Balldduseum
Challenge to raise $660/Club & $25/BFA Member

The National Balloon Museum in Indianola, lowa needs t@moepteven large windows that are damaged. The clear
glass currently in place will be replaced by stainedgtiepicting scenes of ballooning across the USA. Replacing
the clear glass will help to protect the artifacts fudtraviolet damage.

This comes at a cost of approximately $4500 per window or $31,68@fproject. This includes removal of the
old window, repair the wall and structure as needed, amaceeprith a new stained glass UV protective window.

The National Balloon Museum would like to challenge the balloolubs, and all those interested in ballooning,
to help raise funds for the window depicting their region.

If each club can raise $60Q0ve can have the new windows paid for and have a great addiidhé museum. If
each BFA member donates $28 help preserve our ballooning history we will be well on auay.

Balloon Clubs and individual donors that raise at least $250éonvindows will have their name listed on the
plague that will be displayed under each window.

The Balloon Federation of America (BFA) will hold the 2011idiadl Convention in the Des Moines and In-
dianola area. Convention dates are April 7-10, 2011. THigiS®" Anniversary of the BFA and the National Bal-
loon Museum would like to have the windows in place to showtteesBFA Anniversary and the Museum.

The Museum needs our help. Challenge your Club. = % & % 4 & aamaa a4 e s 7\
Challenge the club in the next state. Match donationswo i
made by your individual club members with donations, |
matching funds from your club. These funds need t0H° i
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On Saturday January 31Dave Koeing, Eric Anderson & myself flew from thethoshore of Lake Winnebago, an ann
tradition we try to keep. The light winds on the suefadere heading south down the lake, and the windsvebefre all heading
East North East from 3K through 12K. While discussing lilgatfprofile, Dave suggested “Going to Altitude”. | asked Hadgh
he had in mind, his response was, “I don’t know, 10,000%e¥{ith single digit temperatures and unlimited ceilifigsas a per-
fect day for an ascent to altitude. Eric and | told Davead the way and we would follow.

Inflating on the lake proved to be more challenging thveranticipated. Most years the lake is a great seblsomah
field, this year the absence of snow caused by rain artthgiehow that had occurred the week prior made for aingzgesting
experience. Unloading the equipment and moving it around/ergseasy. Pulling the envelope out of the bag, cdimgahe
crown line, and especially holding the inflation farplace where almost impossible tasks... “Kids, don't trydhisome”! At one
point a crewmember and myself were slid a good 25 fedt@ads after turning Eric’s inflator fan up to 75% tHeotAll three
balloons got inflated without incident, but with plefylaughing and very curious on lookers.

Once we got our slippery feet off the ice, and in thead# en the solid
floor of the basket, the ascent began. We maintairsaéhmum climb rates with
envelope temperatures under 190 degrees for the duratioa dfmb. We where
clocking off altitude at a good rate, the winter landscayelding below. On the
way up, | was monitoring speed and direction via GPSnkaoe thousand feet
through three thousand it was 17 mph, from four thousanght iousand feet it
slowed to 4 mph. After crossing into ten thousand feetspeed increased to 30
plus MPH leaving the crews behind on the road far bed@we neared 10,000
feet MSL | slowed the rate of climb, but Dave did ratt high altitude Hare and
Hound was still going higher. Once my basket instrumieadsindicated | had bro
ken through 11,500 feet AGL, | leveled out and enjoyed the foew little while
before heading back down.

The trip down was accomplished with durations of teriniakocity, and
then slowed the descent down some, before reinitiagimgiial speeds again. At
some point on the way down, | experienced a flame outgttahy attention! A
quick relight with the pezio, and a blast on both sidee@fiouble burner at the
same time and everything was relit Once back down &itibude the winds were
variable, providing great steer for working a landinge®x minutes after landing
my crew pulled up to assist with recovery.

Post flight GPS review reported the following Statistics

Maximum altitude : 11,994 feet MSL, a new personal best altitude re

(Accounting for margin of error in the GPS, | have dateed it close
enough, to call it a flight to 12,000 feet MSL... even #& thasket didn’t
quite make it to 12K, the top of the balloon was therestme!)

Distance traveled 13.86 miles

Moving time: A few seconds under one hour.

ual

tord

A Thank you goes out to Dave Koenig for encouraging noh&se him all the way up to 12K feet, I'm very glad

I went. | know Eric also enjoyed the experience asiRl@s balloon as well. As with all flights, it wouldnhave beer
possible without the crew, who braved the single digifperatures with us. For those of you who pack your balloon
away for the winter, consider doing some winter flyimxtyear, it's a whole new set of opportunities and flegtgeri-

ences that await you.

Jeff




12 3
+ 5
2 1 )
+
+
1 4
9 0
+$ 5
+
)
&&=
+ %
+
> 4
) =8
) &
$
- ) 7
+$
$ ?7=$

%

%

/

¥

@$"

$



) $
+ ;
# @ * -+
% .&=$%$=A *
)  $ $
# $
#
I+
o+
+ $
+
) %
% !
(! ( ¢
+
) o,
+ % $
&/=$ (!
%
) +
$
, +
! ) $ (B +
+
+
) + +
$,+ -
’9 + -9
) $ +
% )0
! 1(?:
)0
6 2= &=
$
+ %

+
&
I+
0
¢
| + 5
+
+
$ + $ &
$ +
* > $
?&
% .&/=%$ ?&C
$
+
>
D E 1 &7?7%
14
$ +
% -+ #
D

%

&l

%




8 &I=$ (2 $ % ) !
$
8 (! I > $-
0 % #
D 2 $ + $
+$ <
$ E
&lI$% C + + +
(I$
! (?:/ *
8 $ C + % -
B $ $ $
+ %
2 $ + + ) +
+ = > 7 + C
)0 5 0 > 5
1 (4
GGGGGG ) ! +
|
#3$ %& o ( ) ) *
() ( ( x ) + (%, -! . /
- ) - vk * 0 /
( : ((*0 ) )
+ %1 ** ) )
. %2 *(
( ( (( ( ( (((%
3 ('$%4 + (
*3)( * ¢ ) %
5 ) * (++ "% " $ ) 65
7 ( (82" 2 $ ! * 9 /
G ( 3% 3 * )
( ( ) Y%7 /
* “( ( ) /
) ( N % o 6< ( (
) $ $ % ( )+ ( %



; + #0877 .
( ( 5 ¢ $&2 = (
> %, € l - |
) (@%, ( ) |
< '&* # $ 7 ' 2 ] !
1 %
6 0 sz R
( ( ' %6 7 +#
* 2 8#l 5569  $" %7 O
$ #o N
. ) %: ? >

* ) i ¢ | -

_ ) % > ) ° " I ’
* * 119 ot 8 9 *
* % ’ ( ( ,;, ( ( (
. # $ 7 %
. . C ) 2 ’
) %
DDDDDD7  + ! i, ( | - |
" EEE




Another fun weekend was had by all at the
21st Annual Hudson Hot Air Affair. The
WBG was well represented by Nick White,
Pat Brouillet, Steve Woller, John Trione and
my crew family.

The event was kicked off by the Torchlight
Parade on Friday night. Fast winds aloft
canceled the morning flights, but on Satur-
day afternoon, we had an awesome flight " %
across the St. Croix River into MN and then
back to E.P. Rock School for a perfect night
for a Glow!
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WISCONSIN BALLOON GROUP LEADERSHP
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