THE VENTLINE

As | did at the beginning of 2008, I'd like to take this opportunity to inform you of
some recent changes in the WBG Leadership Group.

For his final event as Social Director, Nick White planned a winter dinner at
Pine Knoll Supper club. Since that is where WBG met for most of its social
events as a new organization over 30 years ago, it was fun being back there
and enjoying the good food and family style service. Now after serving as
Social Director for over two years, Nick has passed that baton to Corey
Goebel and Daron Powers . Thanks to Nick and Becky for the outstanding
job they have done during that time, and particularly for all the work involved
in planning and preparing the fall pig roasts. Those have been particularly
nice events with enjoyable socializing, good food, and fun flying. Corey and
Daron will be sharing the work with each other (and with their spouses,
Sarah and Lisa, I'm sure) throughout the year, and are eager to get started
planning the events. You can count on the dinners and pig roast to con-
tinue. | appreciate the willingness of both families to step forward and sup-
port the Wisconsin Balloon Group in this way. If you have suggestions re-
garding any of the social events, send them to Corey and Daron.

Continuing as the Regional Directors for the Fox Valley, Southern Wisconsin,
and lllinois regions respectively, are Jeff Trzebiatowski , Appleton, Jim
Bushelle, Janesville, and Pat Brouillet, Kankakee. Thanks to Jane Jacob-
son who served as the Central Wisconsin Regional Director last year, but
she needed to resign from the position for personal reasons. That regional
directorship is temporarily vacant.

The remaining positions of Ventline Editor, Original Member Advisor, Land-
owner Program Director & Webmaster, and Membership Coordinators, are
the same as last year with Jan Kohlman , Debbie Spaeth, Ken Walter , and
David and Kathy Ross respectively.

Thanks to the entire Leadership Group, both past and present, for their many contri-
butions to WBG in various roles. | look forward to working with the group throughout
the coming year. Contact information for each of us is listed at the end of each
newsletter as well as on the "Contact the WBG" page of the website, http://
wiballoongroup.org.

Several of you have already sent your dues for 2009 to David and Kathy. We appre-
ciate your support and early attention to this. For those of you planning to attend the
Midwest Safety Seminar in West Bend on March 21, be sure to submit your dues
payment along with the seminar registration to receive your $5.00 discount on

dues. For others, we will appreciate your support of the organization by submitting
your dues to David and Kathy, or to me. For former NIBA members, recall that 2008
was the final year of pre-paid dues following the merger of NIBA and WBG member-
ships at the beginning of 2007.

Pete Asp has once again arranged for an informative and interesting safety semi-
nar. It should be a very enjoyable and worthwhile day for pilots and their crewmem-
bers as we anticipate the arrival of the spring and summer flying seasons. Look for
details elsewhere in the newsletter or on the website. The schedule of events in the
region for 2009 is beginning to take shape. Whether you attend balloon gatherings
such as those listed in this newsletter, or do all of your flying in your own backyard,
the seminar is a wonderful opportunity to learn new ideas and refresh your memory
of older ones! | look forward to seeing you there
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0730 to 0815 Registration & Welcome
0810 to 1745 Tom Sheppard Flight instr uction in the 1970s
Dave Sullivan Giving flight instruction
Phil Thompson Choosing your first balloon
Barry DiLibero Care of balloon fabric
Clayton Cowle Aeromedical considerations
Bill Zangs Giving ground instruction
Mike Mecha Taking the test
Ken Walter BFA update
Debbie Spaeth Putting on a balloon rally

PRESENTER FORUMS
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We are pleased to offer registration by fax or e-mail, using your MasterCard or Visa. Of course, checks and
shail mail are welcome as well. See the Registration Form for details as well as pricing information.

&&! 1+ 1*

We have arranged a seminar rate of $69.95 at the Americinn Hotel. The phone number is 262-334-0307.
Ask for the WBG rate.

Check the WBG Website for further info— http://wiballoongroup.org




IPhone Apps for Aeronauts
By: Nick White

Without carbon-dating myself, | am willing to admit flying long enough to refiadhe early days of my aviation
career when flight briefings were comprised of a phone call to the FS$énm@ and possibly another call from a
pay phone in the vicinity of the launch field.

Fast forward to the 21st century. We may take for granted the up-toitinée availability of weather data. Lap-
tops, and now cell phones, have wireless Internet connectivity to the woelal-bime data.

For those of you who are carrying Steve Jobs’ latest Apple sensatioRhtree or for those who are contemplat-
ing the possibilities, here’s a glimpse of the iPhone’s power and potemtaldts.

One-touch phone calls

Of course, this capability is not exclusive to iPhones. Pilots should piesee numbers for operating control
towers, FSS, and AWOS services at airports in their flight areenfoediate information access from the launch
field.

On the iPhone, it’'s a one-touch button in Basoritescategory to each of the desired phone numbers.
Weather Apps for iPhones

The list of apps for the iPhone seems to expand at the rate of the mosquito opuliine. Here is a starter list
that contains some powerful tools:

The Weather Channel- Not an aviation app, but customizable for multiple locations. Hourly, 36-
hour, and 10-day forecasts, current radar.
Weather Bug— Real-time winds, temp, and dew point from thousands of weather stations in the
U.S. It also offers current radar and camera views.
Customizable for multiple locations.
AeroWeather — A scrollable screen of pre-selected airport reporting stations, includ#igh® and
TAF data. On a single screen, you may scroll in a matter of secondsato®eerview of all
nearby tower and AWOS conditions.

Blast Valve— This is actually just a web page viewable in the iPhone browser, bat Maluable tool for the
balloon community, with METAR and TAF data as well as RUC winds. On an iPtiosean be prepro-
grammed as an icon on the screen, accessible in a singlevouestblastvalve.comlhen proceed to the
weather portion of the site.

Customize it for your area, then bookmark it.




awosWX - If you haven't already programmed your iPhone with AWOS numbers, this app @iirfthauto-
matically call the number of the nearest AWOS station, or it allowsg/eater a 3-letter station code of your
choice. No need to look up phone numbers if you're in a new flight area.

Whether — This app is customizable with airport codes to access current skyi@asditind conditions,
temp, dew point, visibility and pressure. One airport per screen.

Other Aviation Apps for iPhones

PilotFAR — A searchable database of all current FARs. Really, no kidding. It works.

PilotAIM — You've probably figured this one out by now. It's a searchable database of thalWAA
These are worth checking out

FAAwait — Real-time Air Traffic Control Status for U.S. airports. It reports gicatops, ground delays, de-
parture delays, arrival delays, and closed airports. Use this one themeeybti're waiting in the terminal and
the airline representatives don’'t seem to know WHY you’re waiting.

FlightTrack — Real-time data providing flight information for all U.S. and some intemalticommercial
flights. Departure and arrival status, gate information, and mapsgpekile the flight is in the air. | recently
tracked my son’s flights from Chicago to Bangkok. It works.

If you blink, you're liable to miss discovering the latest apps that hawe online. By the time you read this,
there likely will be even more that can provide data helping us to becomeibfettsned and safer pilots.

It's not about the iPhone. It's about flying safely. Soft landings, everyone

.
$eccccceccecceccsccsccsccsccrscesccscesccscccccncone .
92 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000600006000600000

DU HIS%& 1S (") :
*(+ , )
D -l :
#1$%& | 0 :
11 +2( 31% O . 24 :
: 17 5 %" :
: 5 6 :
: 3 v :
: 3 #7913 :
: 83% , :
: 7  €-®GSE - GSE-+>"8>G>+EGimhG-iie
;o # 1<&<=03>& FAXA\V IXT__W Gs>-Ge—+">EG+— ™5
: TR EE G ——"e8 e eEGe—™MGSi
P < 0 < R EMSG  EG T (EGH ESEGS T~
: % 0 P€-@™MGerES"EHGG —+Zds(
9 < ' 2?5 7 CCEE—G-@™GE——™>G e EHG]
10 3@+A@ B ? 442 D2 ECE GjT™NEN G

cSEG
S~ —(

—UGin

- S$G —

ETM_.'



GGG
G

(+EG~iNG~ee>E™MGz-5+""C2 §G*E“«<G—+G[BCEWW Gp'CoTBCGE+*EGr»—

““G

YES> @™ e,GeeGST'"EGCte""SUG{*EGCMEHESSEMC*»G255G&->8¢G GeeeE™ SG

Te(G ——"E<GCG TR EGES>e e EGeeS«<EG e<G—-e>UG
CGGG{*EGC% RS+ ESESC——™M>0_2eG—+G)>EEET TBE»ELZ ¥ E§G NB'GCGC G 5> T

M E <

7¢5¢GN"™ Gi™e55-0Ge ecee7G-®>GS——2eEiSG—-0 GE'G-eESCE " ™MASGE<G

c0e e S GMME—-™M,GOSEEG " GS-— EREFGEZ*E™MEG**Gres8G*55 e

CGCGGWE>EGhE—GS " Z>GEE™ —e EIBE2CECEC2E G~ G»5G UHE B o E “« (
—eGz ™" Gt"™MSeGYXSGYWW GeeG~TETHEMECTES CEE" %W EG:-GC
EVY>E+s<Geeee> >0—05G>—G—>+E™MG —+'SGCESB SPESTIE $5IUBM@E MEE (G >oe 8

E" ™MASGEE "+« "™MGO03 ¢S>e—+eE<GC% G>EEGOPEBEG{+ EBCL<Eh@>>+7ZG

N——<Gps3>™mES>e—«EUG

GGG{*EGEGS *«—-7+E™MGGh——™MES:+"»EeG SEYGC %s » & 6E ¢GEC'S E™U G

S ec—ZeE™MG7e0eE™MEGC7¢““GC % E G " ++— oeSHENGG t E»EHB-SEYe B FIESG

LHG_‘

“ 385G >—GS -0 e P EGCGRE*ZSGC-MGE@»EECG w«—?HFE E6E@YEGC-S H>»ESUG
[¢08G—™"S,eSEG*3G7+ >G>+ EG~IiNGICECSCOYEGs+—t2lBe-2G—2GZ-—<G

e FeE™MGME" >e—+5PG2ee3eGeECGUGE ““G-+G-0™G% E+Ese>
GGGYEZ™E>> %" G>¢+5G2°5GU*S G zSEAFIC™ESEMHEFIGECEGC 752G

>—G

5070’ GUsS ' Ge—™MG+e3Ge " ™M(GZ-™' G o(FeeEG >TE™EG+EGC ®E>SUGP>GZe""(

"Ge@ZEGS EZEG-MG e —+EGH>IGHE B &CERTTECIS@ G/ +ZG

Y="5>UUGU*S' G+ "5G* " +<E<G>+EG ™ E INSGEY C3+T GksC*EM -GS — %" EG
c—"eHEE™MESG|-™E GN-E% E“G <G k™G3 OH—2E TOFOMZi™SEZe $PH

GGG{+EGEHE™> e’ Es>G——™M>0e—2GBo6WGCE g5 G REITBLE'SCZ—G

2+ EG " GZ™ME">G**3@ " “C—MESE+>*SCt EYeGe+G GGG 3 %BE EG Y W
OSEEG>*EGU-*UGVGKkESUGYWW LG $§SOEE PY G =3 65 66—ING 5 MEF
>™Me _G>e08GS—"00ZGU—*E "% E™UGUEY B> GE%H —o0GSEEWIFUSEA 3
cE™ GE*>2025¢°3>¢5G % -@>G>+EGC—2EH-G-MEEGS®e‘>e™ESG +«Gs"

G

i aGq *eGr—+"""«GG

W_G
-)CETMc

G



WBG Financial Report

At the January 24 dinner meeting of the Wisconsin Balloon Group, Executive Director Gary Britton
provided copies of the WBG Finance Report Summary for 2008. Debbie Spaeth, WBG Original Member
Advisor, had reviewed a preliminary copy, suggested some additional details to be included, and found
the revised report in order. Figures for the various income and expense categories are shown in the chart
below, followed by explanatory notes. Members should contact Britton or Spaeth if they have any ques-
tions.

WISCONSIN BALLOON GROUP

Year End Financial Report

2008 2007
WBG Receipts

Auction 413.50
Donations 5.00
Dues 1,215.00 3,629.09
Safety Seminar (registration) 2,599.55 2,336.65
Safety Seminar (sale of BFA supplies) 108.50
Socials (dinners & pig roast) 2,208.00 2,927.50
Ventline (ads) 35.00

Total receipts  6,579.55 8,898.24

WBG Expenses

Administration 50.10
Landowner Program 650.00 763.78
Misc. Expenses 515.00
Newsletter 152.20 126.24
Safety Seminar (BFA supplies & shpg) 122.32
Safety Seminar (meals & facilities) 1,464.17
Safety Seminar (spkr trvl & Idg) 1,277.64
Safety Seminar (other) 504.34
Safety Seminar (total) 3,202.26
Socials (dinners & pig roast) 2,295.44  2,855.43
Total expenses  6,466.11 7,512.81
Net 113.44 1,385.43
Starting balance 1,885.43 500.00
Ending balance 1,998.87 1,885.43
Notes:

1. The dues receipts for 2007 includes $2209 from the membership
merger with NIBA.

2. The 2007 miscellaneous expense was a donation to the Fay
Family Scholarship fund in memory of Peter Fay and his contribu-
tions to NIBA and WBG activities over the years.
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