Its hard to believe that its February. Winter seem s to be lingering on and on, al-
though not much snow or decent weather for ballooni ng.... Damn global warming.
A few weekends ago, about 40 Midwestern balloonists gathered in Hudson WI for
the Annual Hot Air Affair. A good time was had by all, even if only a few stood up to
glow on Saturday and a few flew on Sunday. The wea ther just does not want to co-
operate for balloonists this winter.

The 29" Annual Midwest Balloon Safety and Continuing Educa  tion Seminar just
ended this past weekend in Madison WI. We had a st rong lineup of speakers and
topics, something for every one. There will be rev  iews of the seminar in the next
issue of “The Ventline.”

We just learned that Liberty Balloon School will be holding a Ground School in the
Milwaukee area this spring. Be sure to contact Lib  erty for more information if you
or anyone you know is interested in attending.

Elsewhere in this issue you will find the WBG Polic ies and Procedures. If you have
any questions or comments at all about the policies , as | have said many times be-
fore, my door is always open and your comments and participation are encouraged
and appreciated. Also in this issue is a nominatio n form for the open leadership
positions. There have been nominations of voluntee rs for the open positions; their
biographies are posted elsewhere in this issue. Pl  ease volunteer or nominate
someone for one of the positions. If there are no other nominations, the listed vol-
unteers will be installed as your newest leadership members.

& Info about the Spring Dinner is elsewhere in thisi  ssue. We encourage you to lend
( some ideas for future venues and topics.
Contact Georgene Voutilla at [dieball@wi.rr.com  with your ideas.
) ! I know that | close with these comments just about every issue, but the statements
continue to be true, now more than ever... Remember th  isis YOUR Wisconsin Bal-
* & " loon Group. Each member is a vital part of making our group successful. Volun-
teer, help out and get involved.
) * #
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Thomas Adair Tyler Jr., 68, of Wyomissing Hills, died of natural causes January 24th at 4:33 pm in the Read-
ing Hospital Emergency Room.

He was the husband of Nancy E. (Gartner) Tyler.
Born in Philadelphia, he was a son of the late Thomas A. Tyler Sr., and Helen (Heckman) Tyler.
He was a 1955 graduate of Germantown Friends School and a graduate of the University of Rochester, New

York. Tyler was the owner of Castings Company, Wyomissing for a number of years, last working on the pre-
vious Tuesday.

He was an Army Veteran.
Tyler was the treasurer of the North American Balloon Association.

He is also survived by a son Thomas A. Ill of Pennsylvania and a daughter, Brooke (Tyler) Rahmin of Chi-
cago, Il

Other survivors include a step-son, Christopher J. Yoder of Wyomissing and a step-daughter, Emily J. Yoder
of Buffalo, New York.

Tyler is also survived by a sister, Sally T. (Tyler) Ismail of Concord, Mass. and one grandchild.
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Bob O'Brien — melloon@msn.com
+CO+8+ -

Bob became interested in ballooning when his wife made him take a balloon ride in Albuquerque 1992. Since then
Bob has had 3 balloons; the latest being “Rubber Duckie”. Bob is always ready and willing to promote the sport of
ballooning. He has been a part of CAP encampment for 10 years as well as participating in various school pro-
grams both local and in other states. Bob is always ready to go the extra mile when it comes to ballooning.

BC 7635 8B5 5 3 6(B5+4 368 B3 E
Jim Bushelle — n1965n@ticon.net
| +56 446 -

Age: Slightly over the hill (315 dog years)

Family: one geriatric cat (but Teri and Nick are almost family)
Pilot certificates held: ATP, CFI, CFlIl, MEI, LTA

Balloons owned: Aerostar RX-7 & Aerostar S49-A

I've been a balloonist since May of 2003. Mike Bauwens was my instructor. Flight is a gift, and | am grateful that |
have been blessed with it (especially, since | was not gifted with good looks or lots of riches.)
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John Symonds — jsymonds@nashpovinlaw.com
3 +0 -

| was introduced to our sport in 1985 when | made a skydive from a balloon. In the short time it took to
travel from the balloon to the ground, | realized that some day | would have to become a balloon pilot.

In the late 90’s, | was part of a balloon crew. In January of 2000, | purchased an old Raven system which
had been passed around Wisconsin since Pete Asp brought in here from Ohio in 1989. With instruction from Keith
Wohlfert and additional help from Gary Huber and Bill Sukow, | obtained a private rating in 2001. | received addi-
tional instruction from Steve Woller and became commercially rated in 2002. In 2004, my first student became a
pilot. 1 am working with a second student now.

In 2001, I helped to start the Children’s Miracle Network Balloon Rally & Music Fest in Wisconsin Rapids.
Since then the event has raised over $60,000.00 for the regional office of Children’s Miracle Network. Our 6" an-
nual event will occur August 25", 26™ and 27", and I invite all pilots to attend. Information and applications can be
obtained at www.cmnballoonrally.com.

When the weather keeps me on the ground, | practice law representing businesses in central Wisconsin
and helping individuals with estate planning, probate and real estate matters.

I look forward to serving as regional director and seeing you at various events throughout the state.
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David Ross & Kathy Lester-Ross — inspiration2@tds.net
@5+ 446

David H. Ross and Kathy Lester-Ross both began ballooning in 1984 - 1400 miles apart - he in Ottawa, Canada
and she in Wisconsin. Both are internationally respected Observers, Debriefers and competition Officials, as well
as pilot-owners of 2 Cameron balloons.

Both have international Observer experiences in Gas Ballooning as well. In addition, they have been Senior crew
persons for more than 21 years. Their experiences include events in WI, IL, OH, NM, Canada, Europe, and exten-
sively in Japan. Both have been members of the BFA for nearly 20 years. Kathy has enjoyed WBG membership
for about the same, and David became a member of WBG when he moved to the US from Canada in 1994.

As grateful beneficiaries of the kindness of balloonists around the world, both would like to help the WBG by serv-
ing as Membership Coordinators.



Wisconsin Balloon Group

Wisconsin balloonists dedicated to safety and a&tiloe in the sport of ballooning, who
encourage communications and fellowship among #tledning community.

7 Established 1975

The Wisconsin Balloon Group has been establishedrfthe purpose of
providing safe and conscientious enjoyment and reeation for its members.
Anyone interested in the advancement of ballooningnd the WBG are
eligible for membership.

Policies and Procedures

ARTICLE | - Name

The name of this group shall be the WisconsindgeidlGroup or WBG.
ARTICLE Il — Purpose The purpose of this group shall be:
To promote and encourage safety and education ia #port of ballooning.

To solicit and encourage balloon pilots, crew memfieand persons interested in
ballooning in the state of Wisconsin to become mersof this group.

To encourage communications and fellowship among thallooning community.

To protect and advance ballooning interests andésolve problems confronting the
ballooning community.

ARTICLE Ill - Membership and Dues

Membership is open to all persons interested ilodaing.
PILOT MEMBER - Open to all FAA certified commercial, privatesiudent hot air balloon pilots.

CREW MEMBER - Open to anyone interested in ballooning

FAMILY MEMBER - The spouse, significant other, or child of a pdotrewmember residing at the
same address. This member will not receive aniadditnewsletter, but will have voting privileges

CORPORATE BUSINESS MEMBER - Open to any hot air balloon related companiespQate
membership is in addition to a pilot or crew menshég.

LIFE MEMBER - Open to anyone interested in ballooning.
The membership year shall commence January 1 bfyesar;
Annual dues due by April 1st.

$20.00 - Pilot Member
$15.00 - Crew Member
$10.00 - Family (no Newsletter)
$50.00 — Corporate/Business Member
$200.00 - Life Member



A new member is defined as one who has never previously belonged to
the WBG.
All members shall have voting privileges. As of 2005, Pilot and Crew
member membership dues are included in the Annual Midwest Balloon
Continuing Education & Safety Seminar registration.

For those members not attending seminar, corporate and family members
Dues payable by April 1% annually

ARTICLE IV — Leadership Members

The leadership members shall have full charge@ptioperty and the
daily business of the Wisconsin Balloon Group Viith power and
authority to manage and conduct same, subjecetditiection of the
general membership. It shall plan and conductuhetfons of the group.
The leadership members shall create and designeltecemmittees, as it
may deem necessary.

The term of commitment for all Leadership Membera period of two (2)
years.

Current Leadership Members as of March 1, 2006

Wisconsin Balloon Group Executive Director:
Ken Walter — Waukesha, WI
Term Expires — January 2007
Fox Valley Regional Director:
Bob O’Brien — Waupaca, WI
Term Expires — January 2008
Central WI Regional Director:
John Symonds — Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Term Expires January 2008
Southern WI Regional Director:
Jim Bushelle — Janesville, WI
Term Expires January 2008
Ventline Newsletter Editor:
Mary Jo O'Brien — Waupaca, WI
Term Expires January 2007
Membership Coordinator:
Kathy Lester-Ross & David Ross — Kansasville, WI
Term Expires January 2007
Social Administrator:
Georgene Voutila — Milwaukee, WI
Term Expires January 2006

Webmaster: Ron Nollen, Hartland, WI — Appointed Position

Original Member Advisor:
Debbie Spaeth, Jackson, WI — Honorary Position



ARTICLE V - Duties of the Leadership Members

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: The Executive Director shall preside at all meetinfjthe
group and any necessary leadership meetings. Téeulixe Director shall perform all
duties incident to the position and recommend swation as deemed necessary to increase
the efficiency and usefulness of the group. Thechtiee Director shall be custodian of the
funds of the group. The Executive Director shaltdhgeneral supervision of all financial
records of the group; receive, deposit, and digbtirs funds of the group as approved by
the leadership members. The Executive Directod $lwalish an annual financial report that
shall be presented to the membership at the Spusqmess Meeting.

REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Regional Directors shall attend all meetings ofdraup and
any necessary leadership meetings. The regioredtdns will assist in making general
decisions for the Wisconsin Balloon Group. The @egl directors shall represent the
members of their region and act as the region spekson. The regional directors can plan
gatherings or functions to create awareness, iseragmbership and promote ballooning
within their region. The regional directors shatbyide a written article reporting the
happenings in their region to the bi-monthly newiste There will be a regional director for
the following regions until the Leadership membanger direction from the general
membership desire additions or deletions.

- Central Wisconsin
- Fox Valley
- Southeastern Wisconsin

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: The newsletter editor will be responsible for the
compilation of statewide information and eventsrigs to be published in a bi-monthly
timely manner.

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR : The membership coordinator will be responsible
for the collection of membership dues and for nainihg the membership database. The
Coordinator will also issue membership applicatitmprospective members, receive and
review new membership applications, and preseit rasy member with the WBG
membership packet. The membership coordinatorpnavide dues payments and updates
to the Executive Director on a monthly basis

SOCIAL ADMINISTRATOR: The social administrator will be responsible for
securing the venues and planning for the WBG Hygldarty, Spring Business Meeting
and the Fall Awards Banquet. The social administraill work with the Executive
Director and other volunteers to plan these funstio

WEBMASTER: The webmaster will be responsible for maintainimg WBG website
ORIGINAL MEMBER ADVISOR: The original member advisor will act as an

advisor to the Leadership Members to maintain trection and focus of the WBG as
originally designed when the group was established.

PAST WBG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: The immediate past WBG director will act as an
advisor to the Leadership members to maintain iteetibn and focus of the WBG
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WISCONSIN BALLOON GROUP MEMBERSHIP FUNCTIONS

January - WBG Holiday Party

February/March - Midwest Balloon Safety Seminar
April - WBG Annual Business Meeting

November -WBG Awards Banquet

Newsletter
Publications

January - February - Published February 1st.
March - April- Published April 1st.

May - June - Published June. 1

July - August - Published Augusit.1
September October - Published Octobest.1

November - December - Published December 1

Wisconsin Balloon Group Annual Awards List

Wisconsin Landowner Recognitions- Drawing to be held at the Annual
Awards Banquet. Cash prizes to be awarded to landmvand to the top prize
landowner pilot.

Pilot of the Year - To the WBG pilot member who has made an outstendi
contribution tathe sport of hot air ballooning, whose extraordjréedication has
benefited the hot air ballooning community in Wissim, and whose actions and efforts are
not otherwise widely or publicly recognized.

Nominations accepted by any WBG member.

Crew of the Year - To the WBG crewmember who has contributed
significantly to hot aimallooning through activities such as crew membéserver,
scorer, event volunteer, committee

member, and general goodwill ambassador to the aonityn The award is to the "unsung
hero" who has gone the extra mile to promote, espand support the sport of ballooning.
Nominations accepted by any WBG mem
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